INTRODUCTION.

placed under certain restrictions. At present they are
under the supervision of Government, which appoints in
each District of the Velhas Conquistas, an officer called
AdministTadoT das Communidades, to watch rigidly over
their proceedings. There is a regular staff of village
servants, but no village head-man. On questions affecting
the interests of a whole village, a sort of panelidy at ^ or
Council, is held, composed of one or more members of
each clan (vatigor), and the decisions are determined by
the majority of votes. In the Velhas Conquistas, a great
portion of the land is held by the village communities,
which, after paying the rent and other Government taxes,
divide the annual produce amongst themselves ; while in
the Novas Conquistas the lands are distributed among the
vangors, who cultivate them and enjoy their net produce.

Previously to 1871, Goa possessed a comparatively
large native Army, but owing to the rebellion which broke
out in that year it was disbanded, and a battalion com-
posed wholly of Europeans was obtained from Portugal.
The force now consists of 313 men of all ranks, besides
which there is a police force of 919 men.

Goa is considered an integral part of the Portuguese
Empire, and, with Daman and Diu, forms, for administra-
tive purposes, one province subject to a Governor-General,
who is appointed directly by the King of Portugal.
Besides his civil functions, he is invested with supreme
military authority in the Province. His personal staff
consists of two aides-de-camp, and a secretary, who are
also appointed by the King. Although he is the chief
executive authority, the Governor-General cannot, except
in cases of emergency, impose new taxes or abolish the
existing ones, contract loans, create new appointments, or